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I. Introduction 
A. Jacob’s death and burial – 49:28-50:14 

B. The last days of Joseph – 50:15-26 

II. Jacob’s Death and Burial – 49:28-50:14 

A. Jacob’s death and charge – 49:28-33  

1. “He blessed them, everyone with the blessing 

appropriate to them.” NASB (“suited to them” Living 

Bible) – v.28 

2. “So then each one of us will give an account of himself 

to God.” – Roman 14:12 

a. See also I Corinthians 3:10-15 

3. Jacobs’s charge – 49:29-32 

a. “I am about to be gathered to my people.” This is a 

clear statement about bodily resurrection! 

b. He ordered them to bury him where Abraham and 

Sarah and Isaac and Rebekah and Leah were 

buried. 

i. See Genesis 23:9; 25:9; 49:31 and 50:13 

4. Jacob’s death – v. 33 

a. “He drew up his feet into the bed and breathed his 

last.” 

b. This will come to all of us (Hebrews 9:27) except 

the few who make it to the Rapture (I 

Thessalonians 4:17 

B. Jacob’s burial – 50:1-14 

1. Joseph’s response to his dad’s death – v. 1 

2. Joseph’s command to his servants – vs. 2, 3 

a. He commanded the physicians to embalm his dad – 

v.2 

b. This is like asking your personal physician to 

prepare your loved one’s body for burial instead of 

the funeral home. Why? To avoid polytheistic 

practices. “An elaborate process during which the 

body was mummified by removing most of the vital 

organs, dehydrating the body and wrapping it 

tightly.” C.C.R. 

c. This took 40 days and the Egyptians wept for 70 

days. Two less days than for a Pharoah! – v. 3 

3. Joseph and his brothers carry out Jacob’s wish and 

command. – vs. 4-14 

III. The Last Days of Joseph – 50:15-26 

A. Three great lessons 

1. God’s forgiveness – vs. 15-18 

2. God’s sovereignty-providence – vs. 19-21 

3. God’s protection and provision – vs. 22-26 

B. God’s forgiveness – vs. 15-18 

1. Joseph’s brothers’ fear – v.15 

a. That Joseph held a “grudge” against them. “will 

peradventure hate us” – KJV 

i. To persecute, hate, oppose; to bear animosity 

against 

ii. It means to hold onto your anger-wrath. They 

feared he hated them as they hated him! 

iii. Used in 27:41 to describe how Esau felt about 

Jacob! 



iv. Translated “hostility” in Hosea 9:7, 8 

v. This is scary; it is used in Job 30:21 and 

translated “persecute” to describe how Job felt 

about God! 

• See Job 16:9-14 

vi. A grudge is reliving the offense daily or often. 

2. Some thoughts on forgiveness 

a. Those who have experienced forgiveness are best 

equipped to grant it. – Ephesians 5:31, 32 

b. To not grant forgiveness is dangerous. 

i. II Corinthians 2:10, 11; Hebrews 12:14, 15 

c. Forgiveness is commanded 

i. Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 18:21-35; Colossians 

3:12-15 

3. If Jacob did say “please forgive the transgressions of 

your brothers, and their sin for they did wrong.” 

a. Good for him! Promote unity. 

b. Often it is the responsibility of the offended party 

to make the first move. They are the most mature. 

C. God’s sovereignty – vs. 19-21 

1. Could you/could I have made this statement? 

2. Without the assurance of God’s sovereignty, 

forgiveness would have been hard to grant. 

3. We must never assume to understand the ways of God 

4. Joseph knew God was too wise to be foolish, too kind 

to be cruel and too powerful to be thwarted! 

5. Some key passages: Job 42:2; Psalm 115:3; 135:6; 

Daniel 4:32, 35; Acts2:22, 23; 4:23-30 

D. God’s protection and provision – vs. 22-26 

1. 50 years pass between verses 21 and 22 

2. Joseph lived to be 110. The Egyptians believed this to 

be the perfect age to die. 

3. “God will surely take care of you” (NASB). “God will 

surely come to your aid” (NIV). Joseph knew this from 

personal experience. 

4. The bodies of Joseph and Jacob, if they have not been 

disturbed, are in good shape today due to this 

embalming process. 

IV. Final Thoughts (from CRS) 

Two great gifts to leave as a legacy 

A. To grow old free of bitterness is one of the finest gifts we 

can leave humanity. 

B. To face death, right with God and man, is the finest way 

we can enter eternity.  
 

 


